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The biosecurity system involves government, industry, Maori and all New Zealanders working together to manage risks posed by pests and diseases to the economy, environment and human health.
The biosecurity system is based on risk management activities undertaken across a range of inter-related areas – pre-border, at the border and post-border. Some of the activities and outcomes in each layer are described below.
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Layer of the system

Outcomes

International Plant and Animal Health
Standards

Developing international standards and rules
under the World Trade Organization Sanitary and
Phytosanitary Agreements.

Science and risk-based standards lead to an easier
environment to trade in while protecting our biosecurity.

Trade Agreements and Bilateral Arrangements

Negotiation, agreements and processes for future
biosecurity cooperation and trade.

Biosecurity requirements for New Zealand businesses are
reasonable and create commercial certainty when trading
overseas.
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Post-border

Surveillance

General and targeted programmes to detect
harmful pests and diseases.

Harmful pests and diseases are detected promptly.
New Zealand's pest freedom status is known.

The spread of established pests into new areas, or
changes in a pest’s risk profile, are detected promptly.

Regular testing of the biosecurity system'’s
capability to respond.

Responding to detected harmful pests and
diseases.

The biosecurity system is ready to respond to new
organism incursions. Harm from detected new pests and
diseases is minimised.

Long-term Pest and Disease Management

National scale management - eradication,
containment or management of a pest across
New Zealand.

Regional management - primarily led by regional
councils through regional pest management plans
and pathway plans.

Local scale management - to protect values in
places. Pests within a site are managed to the
extent necessary to protect the place’s values.

Harm caused by established pests and diseases is
reduced or contained, through exclusion, eradication,
progressive containment, or sustained control at the most
appropriate scale [national, regional or local).





